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DESCRIPTION 
| 8 a 
BUXTON, & 


IE ſalubrity of the air, and the 
excellent quality of the wa- 
ter, are entitled to very particular 
and diſtinguiſhed notice, on account 
of both their very ancient reputation 
and great uſefulneſs; it will ſcarcely 
admit of a doubt, that Buxton, on 
account of its warm ſprings, was fre- 
quented by the Romans, at the time 
when they were in the poſſeſſion of 
this country. 'Tho' Buxton was very 
much frequented in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, the number of 
theſe whey have e ier _ 


#2 

creaſing; houſes for their reception 
and accommodation, have alſo, as 
might be ſuppoſed, been multiplied 

in the ſame proportion: The Hall, 
which is the moſt ancient building, 
has been erected at different periods; 
the oldeſt part was raiſed above two 
hundred years ago; in the reign of 
Charles the 1ſt. an addition was made 
to it by George Talbot, Earl of 
Shrewſbury, but the largeſt part was 
not built till nearly the middle of 
the preſent century. Beſides the Hall, 
their are ſeveral other houſes deſign- 
ed for the ſame purpoſe, but none of 
them are equal to it in ſize, or con- 
venience of ſituation; however, there 
have been lately erected, a range of 
building, which for beauty and mag- 
_ nificence exceeds any other in this 
part of the kingdom; it is conſtruct 
1 1 ed 
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ed in the form of a creſcent, with a 
colonade extending the whole length 
of the front; the ſpace of the build- 
ing is two hundred and fifty-ſeven 


feet, the colonade within the pillars 
is ſeven feet wide, eleven feet 
high; the creſcent conſiſts of four 
private lodging houſes and two ho- 
tels; the aſſembly room, which forms 
a part of the larger hotel, is 75 feet 
6 inches long, 30 feet 2 inches wide, 
and 30 feet high; an elegant ſtone 
balluſtrade extends the whole length 


of the front, and the arms of the 


Cavendiſh family, neatly carved in 
ſtone, are fixed in the centre; the 


number of windows in this n 
cent building are upwards of 300; it 

is not. poſlible to aſcertain with ex- 
actneſs the number of the company 


wag reſort to Buxton every ſeaſon, 
but 
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computed that the public 

— and private lodgings will 
accommodate above $00 perſons, be- 
fides the inhabitants of the place, 
and it is well known that for ſome 
years paſt, ſeveral perſons have oc- 
caſionally been obliged to ſeek lodg- 
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na There are circumſtances attend- 
ing the ufe of Buxton water, of 
-which it may not be improper to take 
notice; when drank in confider- 
able quantity, it is found to | 
ſeſs a binding and heating quility i; 
and is productive of many feveriſh 
ſymprom: with a view of prevent- 
ing fuck diſagreeable effects, it is 
ufual to recommend a gentle purga- 
tive, to keep rhe body open. Bux- 
von Prey in common with a great 
many 


many others, ee upon firſt 
drinking, to affect the head with a 
ſort of giddineſs, attended with & 
ſenſe of univerſal fulneſs and drow- 
ſineſs, but after uſing them a few 
days theſe ſenſations go off, and are 
ſeldom or never perceived - after< 
wards; this ſpirit is different in dif- 
ferent waters, and in moſt appears 
fo gi numer _— that it im- 


nor ſmell, muſt be admirably calews 
lated to correct the acrimonious Rate 
of the fluids, from whatever cauſe it 
may ariſe, andif any thing upon earth 


remedy, it muſt he water a uniſorm 


G9 
by exerciſe and a proper regimen in 
diet, will do more in ſome diſeaſes 
—_ 1 ai we know 1 0 2:5! 
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views waters are ave niet 
ſervice to people who are ſubject to 
billious cholics, but the patient muſt 
be careful to aſſiſt them by obſerving 
a ſuitable regimen in his diet, avoid- 
ing all things of a hot ſtimulating 
nature, or ſuch as have a tendency 
to exalt the humours; there is a 
cholic- which attacks people of a 
ſcorbutic habit, which ſeems to de- 
rive its origin from the ac r ur Q ni QUS 
ftate of the humours ; Buxton wa 
ters are found to be of ſingular ſerꝰ- 
vice in a eſpe 8 . 
tend to corned thei impurities. df the 
n theſe waters reſtore * tone 
ot 


. 
of the ſtomach and inteſtines, * 
diarrhous and dyſenteries contracted 


at ſea, or upon land; but the patient 


ſould be adviſed to begin with ſmall 
doſes inereaſing the quantity as they 
are found to agree; they are alſo- 
found to be of uſe in the cure of the 
diabetes; and thoſe who are ſubject 
to fits of the gravel 8 find 
"ng benefit n n | 


\ Theſe waters are it 4 * 
cure of rheumatic complaints, and in 
ſeveral kinds of palſy, they are pre- 
ferred to Bath. Thoſe who go to 
Buxton on account of rheumatic 
complaints find their pains increaſe; 
after bathing and drinking the wa- 


ters a few days they will perceive a 

ſenſation of fulneſs and uneaſineſs all 

over their bodies, but this is no un- 
pron" 
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promiſing ſign, as it denotes that 
the impacted matter is attenuated, 
and again abſorbed into the cireula- 
tion, which before had been obſtruc- 
ted in the ſmall veſſels running be- 
rween the fibres of the muſcels; they 
ought therefore to perfiſt in bathing 
and drinking, taking care to avoid 
cold, which might be of bad con- 
ſequence and endanger an attack of 
a rheumatic fever. If any particular 
joint be more affected than the reſt, 
with a fleſh bruſh, in order to atten- 
uate the impacted matter. I have 


known many rheumatic people re- 


flannel ſhirt next their ſkin, which 
we know, from reaſon and experi- 
ence, is a powerful promoter of in- 
fenfible perſpiration, Theſe waters 
oi 5 are 
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matiſm, which commonly attacks 
women and men of a weakly conſti- 


tution, it differs from the genuine 


its attacks, is ſeldom or ever attended 
with any degree of fever, and rarely 
occalions any On 


The waters: of TAME are 155 ſs 


be uſed either as # warm or cold 
bath—the inſtant” a perſon plunges 
into the water, he receives a ſhock 
nearly equal to what is felt upon go- 


ing into river water in a hot ſummer 


day, in a few minutes the ſenſation 
of coldneſs goes off, a moſt agree- 
able warmth ſucceeds, and if the 
patient remains in the bath, a relaxa- 
tion of the veſſels and muſcular parts 

will 


erviceable in the fcorbutic PIR ty, 


N temperature, that they may 
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612) 
willenſue; this may juſtly be eſteemed 
amongſt the chief properties of Bux- 
ton water, in which it very widely 
differs, from both Bath and Briſſol; 
for in the one, the waters are too hot, 


and in the other too cold, to enjoy 


4 
0 


There are few diſeaſes that require 
bathing more than once in twenty- 
four hours, and according to the 
nature of the caſe, the time of re- 
maining in the bath muſt be ſhorten- 
ed or protracted; if it be ſhort, it 
operates much after the manner of a 
river bath in the height of ſummer; 
but if the perſon chuſes to remain in 
the water above four minutes, the 
relaxing power of the bath will then 
begin to take place; the morning, 
about an hour before breakfaſt is the 

*% T1, beſt 
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beſt time for bathing, though any 
time of the day may be proper, if 
not too ſoon after eating; few peo- 
ple drink above three pints of the 
water in a day, but if their ſtomachs 
can well bear, and the nature of the 
caſe requires it, they may ſafely in- 
creaſe the quantity: the uſual ſeaſon 
for drinking the water is, from the 
beginning of April to the beginning 
of November; but if the patient re- 
quires a longer perſeverance, he may 
ſafely uſe it all the winter, as it is 
found upon repeated trials to be 
equally good in all ſeaſons; the baths 
which are five in number, have been 
formed at different periods; the 
gentleman's has been built time im- 
memorial that of the Ladies is of 
a more moderate date - there are 
three private baths, a cold bath, and 


1 1 


£3: 
one which is appropriated to the uſe 
of the poor. They are all adjoining 
to one another, but diſtin apart- 
ments. In the Gentleman's bath the 
water riſes on the ſouth eaſt fide, in 
a ſtratum of limeſtone, and in the 


others through ſeveral ſeams in the 


floor. It has been calculated that all 
the ſprings throw out water at the 
rate of ſixty gallons in a minute ; the 
Gentleman's bath has filled to the 
height of five feet in fifty minutes, and 
that two hours and fifty minutes were 
required to fill all the three baths. 
The poor at their bath are not only 
exempted from all charge, but alſo 
meet with great aſſiſtance and ſup. 
port from the charitable contribu- 


tions of the company who reſort to 
Buxton—it is cuſtomary for every 
new comer, if he ſtays more than 
= 55 one 


5 ( 1s } 
one day, to give one ſhilling for their 


uſe, which is collected and taken care 
of by the ſteward of the houſe in 
vuhich he happens to lodge; and the 
ſum raiſed in this way in the courſe 
of the ſeaſon, has ſome years. paſt 
been very conſiderable. The com- 
mon weekly allowance to the poor is 
ſix ſhillings, and ſhould any of them 
be more weak and neceſſitous, then it 
is uſual to add ſomething more. 


Buxton is a place of reſort for 
pleaſure, as well as health; the com- 
mon amuſements are in the mornin 

taking the air, and, ſometimes hunt- 
ing; and in the evening. plays and 
dancing; to the former, purpoſe the 


country is moſt excellently adapted, 


and a moſt excellent pack of harriers 


are kept by Mr. SN, the 


2 
3 
| 
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Hall, where all gentlemen that reſort 
to Buxton, may have the pleaſure of 


hunting from Michaelmas to Lady- 


day; being high and open, it forms 


a pleaſing contraſt to thoſe who are 
accuſtomed to low and flat ſituations; 
Pool's Hole is ſituated at a ſmall dif. 
tance from Buxton, the entrance is 
low and contracted, as that of Peak's 
Hole is lofty and magnificent; the 
paſſage at firſt is ſo very low and 
narrow, that it is impoſlible to go 
forward without ſtooping, after hav- 


ing proceeded between 20 and 30 


yards in this poſture, you enter a 


_ Fpacious and lofty cavern, the roof 


and ſides of which are continually 
dropping, and congeals itſelf into 


large pillars, and maſſes upon the 


floor, theſe bodies are daily increaſ- 
ing from the diſpoſition of calcari- 
we 1 OUS 
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ous earth, with which ; the drops of 
water from the roof are diſcharged 


in very great abundance, and it is 
no ſmall amuſement as you go along, 
to obſerve the diverſity of curious 
figures which they have produced; 
when you reach the flitch of bacon, 
which is a large icicle hanging from 
the roof of the cavern, it becomes a 
little contracted, but beyond this part 
it grows wide and lofty again, and 
continues ſo till you come to the 
Queen of Scots' pillar, a name given 
to a large maſſy column of ſtalactite, 
on account of its having been viſited, 
according to tradition, by that un- 
fortunate queen during her ſtay at 


Buxton; as the pillar cannot be paſ- 


ſed without ſome difficulty and dan- 


ger, few perſons venture beyond it, 


nor does it ſeem deſirable, for by 
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| ( 18 ) 
proceeding thus far, a pretty com- 
pleat idea of the cavern may be 
formed; the path hitherto lics along 
the fide and at ſome height from the 
bottom of this ſubterraneous paſſage, 


but to viſit and examine the interior 


extremity, it becomes neceflary to 
deſcend a few yards by very ſlippery 
and ill formed ſteps; at firſt the 
path at the bottom is tolerably even 


and level, but at the diſtance of 


twenty yards from hence the paſſage 
riſes with a perpendicular aſſent to 
the height of about eighty yards; as 
it is difficult to climb up, it feldom 
happens that ſuch an attempt is 
made by thoſe who are led by mere 
curioſity anto the place, however, it 


is cuſtomary for the guide to fix a 
candle at the extremity, which to 


thoſe that ſtand below has a ſingular 


and 


C 19) 
and beautiful effect, and appears 
much like an evening ſtar. 


The way by which you return, lies 
along the bottom of the cavern, and 
you are obliged to paſs under the 
Queen of. Scots' pillar; by thus 
changing the path, you are furniſhed 
with an opportunity of viewing other 
accumulations of water icicle, ſome 
of which are of a prodigious ſize and 
extraordinary form; you are like- 
wiſe better enabled by this means to 
aſcertain the height and width of the 
cavern in every part; when you return 


to the narrow paſſage by which you 
entered, two cavities in the rock 
are ſhewn, one of which is called 
Pool's Chamber, and the other his 
Cloſet. The whole length of this 
; ſubterraneous paſlage. is ſaid to be 
„ | five 


(20 
five hundred and ſixty yards, four 
hundred and ſixty to the Queen of 
Scots Pillar, and one hundred beyond 
it — a few years ago as ſome men were 
getting ſtone at the top of the hill 
above it to burn to lime, they broke 
into a freſh cavern, which is ſuppoſed 
to communicate with Pool's Hole 
at the bottom of the hill, but im- 
poſſible to get down. About a mile 
and a half from this hill ſtands Axe- 
edge, which is one of the higheſt 
hills in this country, and of a fine 
clear day, with a teleſcope, you may 
ſee the Welch mountains, and the 
Light-houſe beyond Liverpool. 


But the moſt ſtriking and remark- 


aVble cavern in Derbyſhire, which has 


yet been diſcovered, in the clefts of 
the lime-ſtone rocks, is met with at 
_ Caſtleton, 


3 ö 


Caſtleton, about twelve miles from 


Buxton, and is generally known by 


the name of Peaks-hole ; it is ſituated 


in a deep and narrow receſs of the 
valley in which the town ſtands. On 
each ſide, and near the end of this 
receſs, two large faces of rock are 
ſeen riſing to a vaſt height ; on the 


ſummit to the left, and cloſe to the 


edge of the precipice an antient 
caſtle appears, as it were perched 
aloft in the air, and at the foot of 
the rock on the oppoſite ſide, the 


mouth of the cavern opens with 


grandeur and magnificence; it is | 
about eight yards high. and forty 
wide, the arch at the entrance is re- 
gularly formed, and in a direct line 
extends near three hundred feet, this 
part is tolerably light, and inhabited 
by a number of poor people, employ- 


ed 
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1 
ed in the manufacture of packthread; 
they have built ſmall dwellings, and 
follow their work in this fpacious 
and extended vault, without experi- 
encing the burning heats of the ſum- 
mer, or the ſharp colds of the winter 
ſeaſon. Beyond the firſt turning a 
gentle declivity is perceived, and 
the path is rendered wet and dirty by 
the drops of water which are fre- 
quently falling from the roof; at the 
diſtance of about one hundred and 
thirty yards, from the mouth of the 
cavern, all further progreſs into it 
was formerly obſtructed by a projec- 
tion of the rock, and a deep gulph 
at the extremity of it, but a paſſage 
is now opened through the rock, and 
a door is hung and locked, to prevent 
any one going beyond this place 
without the aſſiſtance of a guide. 
7. "UNC 
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The cavern, which has been ſome 
time gradually contracted, appears 
about twenty yards from hence, to 
be intirely cloſed in every part; how- 
ever, upon a near approach to the 
rock, a low paſſage under it, almoſt 
full of water, is diſcovered; this 
opening is juſt large enough to admit 
a ſmall boat, but the paſſengers are 
obliged to lie almoſt flat down ; upon 
landing you will find yourſelf in a 
cavern ſtill more ſpacious than the 
former; it is ſaid to be ſeventy yards 
wide and forty high, but not a ray 
of light can enter it, excepting that 
which proceeds from a candle which 
you carry with you, and the faint 
glimmering of this tends only to ren- 
der you ſenſible of the extreme dark- 
neſs and horror of the place; how - 
ever, by a proper diſpoſition of can- 

| wh dies: 


024) 
dles, a tolerable complete idea of its 
ſhape and ſize may be formed; when 

| ſufficiently illuminated, a path may 
be obſerved on the right hand, which 
leads up a ſteep aſcent to the top of 
a high rock, called the Chancel; 
deſcending from this elevated ſitu- 
ation, and proceeding further in the 
cavern, you will perceive that it be- 
comes again much narrower and 
lower, but from this part to the end, 
nothing occurs which is particularly 
deſerving of remark. The whole 
length of this ſubterraneous paſſage 
is faid to be 750 yards. About eight 
years ago, at a ſmall diſtance from 
the end of the old paſſage a new one 
was diſcovered, its length is about 
x64 yards, but it is not equal either 
in height or width to that which has 
been deſcribed. It may be proper 
| to 


. 
to obſerve that a ſtream of water 
runs through the v hole length of this 
celebrated cavern, which muſt be 
croſſed ſeveral times, and in one 
place, on account of its depth, the 
aſſiſtance of the guide becomes ne- 
ceſſary; after heavy rain this little 
rivulet is generally ſo much ſwelled 
as to render it impoſſible to viſit the 
more diſtant parts of the cavern. 
The valley in the Peak which is the 
moſt ſtriking, is that in which the 
town of Caſtleton ſtands; the firſt 


view you get into it is the beſt, more 


eſpecially at a point where the road 


makes a ſudden and abrupt turning 


along the edge of a high and ſteep 


precipice down into the town of 
_ Caſtleton : The valley which is at 


leaſt 800 feet deep, and in many parts 
near two miles wide, extends direct- 


ly 
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ly eaſtward to. the diſtance. of ""Y 
or fix miles; a number of leſſer 
"6a from the north and ſouth, are 
ſeen at various diſtances to open into 
it; the ſteep hill of the valley is alſo 
rendered very beautiful by a ſeries of 
_ welkcultivarcd incloſures, which riſe 
one above another to its very edge. 
The village of Hope, with its ſpire 
church, which ſtands about two miles 
to the eaſt down the valley, has a very 
agrecable effect; directing your eye 
along the north ſide of the valley, 
you {ee the country boldly ſwelling 
into hills, and at length terminating 
into two high points at a conſiderable 
diſtance from each other; when. you 
deſcend from this elevated ſituation, 
a freſh ſet of objects preſent them- 
ſelves no lefs ſtriking and pictu- 
. the bottom you obſerve 
the 


the ton of Caſtleton. a verx 
high eminence to the ſouth of it, 
the ruins of an antient caſtle now 
and then catch your eye; and direct. 
ly beyond the town, the celebrated 
Mam Torr raifes its lofty head, and 
with an awful majeſty ſeems to over= 
look all the ſcene of beauty and 
grandeur; every mile, nay. almoſt: 
every ſtep preſents freſh objects and 
ſcenes, ſome of them grand, beau- 
tiful, and romantic. Whoever has 
followed the courſe of the river Der- 
went from Hatherſage, by Chatf-. 
worth, Darley, Matlock and Duffield, 
as far as the town of Derby, will 
have a clearer idea of the highly va- 
ried and charming ſcenery of this 
valley, than any words can expreſs. 
However it may perhaps be worth: 
while to attempt a deſcription of that 

. 1 part 
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part of it which paſſes near the village 
of Matlock. Before you reach Mat- 
lock, when you approach it from the 
ſouth, you are preſented with a ſpe- 
cimen of the ſcenery by which the 

dale is diſtinguiſhed ; there is a piece 
of rock at the bottom of Cromford-- 
hill, which is varied on its ſurface, 
and beautifully fringed with wood; 
on the right of this, Sir Richard 
Arkwright has erected a moſt noble 
manſion houſe on the other ſide the 
river Derwent. The entrance into 
Matlock dale is through a rock which 
has been blaſted for the purpoſe of 
opening a convenient paſſage. It 


was intended to have left a rude arch 


when the paſſage was made - the idea 
was a happy one, and had it been 
carried into execution would have 
had an excellent effect; but even in 
5 its 
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its preſent ſtate the views from this 
place are very ſtriking; on the left 
hand, prodigious high, bare and large 
rocks appear ; caſting your eye on 
the contrary ſide of the dale, you ſee 
others riſing to the perpendicular 
height of 2 or 300 feet, and forming 
a moſt magnificent rampart; but the 
horror they would inſpire is greatly 
diminiſhed by the variety of trees 
and ſhrubs with which ſeveral of them 
are adorned ; theſe give a ſoftneſs 
to the ſcene, and render it both beau 
tiful and ſublime, whilſt the lower 
part of the dale is covered with 
wood and branches of trees, which 
hang in a very pleaſing manner over 
the edge of the river; the moſt ſtu- 
pendous rocks are ſeen boldly pro- 
jecting forward, ſome entirely bare, 
and others partly covered with ſhrubs 
<1 which 
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| which have no nouriſhment or ſup- 85 


port but what is found in the crevi- 

ces of theſe rocks: this ſcene is very 
much heightened and improved by 
the conſtant winding of the dale, 
which extends in nearly the ſame ro- 
mantic ſtile to the diſtance of two 
miles, but to render the charms of this 
delightful place more pleaſing, the ri- 
ver Derwent, which has been already 
obſerved to paſs through it, flows in 
ſome parts with a noiſe, and a rapid 
current, and in others with ſuch a 
deep and gentle ſtream, that its un- 
ruffled ſurface clearly reflects the 
rocks and woods near its margin; 
thus do rocks, trees, ſhrubs, and wa- 
ter conſpire, at once to fill the mind 
of the ſpectator with admiration and 
delight. The dale will be ſeen with 


ſtill additional * by croſſing 
le 
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the river in a boat above the Old 
Bath; it is obſerved here, that art has 
contributed to improve the natural 
beauty of the place —on landing, 
three walks are ſeen pointing through 


the wood in ſo many different direc= _ 


tions, two of them by curious and 
frequent windings along the fide of 


the dale, at laſt bring you to its ſum- 


: mit, on the edge of a very high and 
ſteep precipice, where you have a new 

and different view of all the beauti- 
ful ſcenes through which you have 


paſſed. The other path I have men- 


tioned is called the Lovers' Walk, 
and runs along the fide of the river; 
is has been cut through the ſide of 
the wood, and is beautifully arched 
by the branches of the trees with 


which it is incloſed; there is, beſides, _ 


another very pleaſant walk through 
| _ | | 4 : RE 2A 
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à grove which lies betwixt the old 
and new Bath. But there is no ob- 
ject in Matlock Dale ſo ſtriking, as 
a grand and ſtupendous rock, known 
by the name of the High Torr; it 
riſes almoſt perpendicular from the 
river to the height of about 300 
feet, and boldly projects its broad 
front into the valley the upper part 
is one ſolid maſs, and for 60 yards 
appears to be perpendicular. 


The warm ſprings at Matlock have 
not been ſo long diſcovered, nor are 
they poſſeſſed of ſo high a reputation 
as thoſe at Buxton; they were firſt 
noticed about the year 1698. The 
water at Matlock, like that at Bux- 
ton, has gradually riſen to the degree. 
of reputation which it now poſſeſſes; 
ſome idea may be formed of the 

eſteem 
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eſteem in which it is held, by the 
company which frequent the place 
every ſeaſon—It is calculated that 
the bath houſes, in conjunction with 
the priyate lodging houſes in the 
neighbourhood, will accommodate 
about 200 perſons, and it is well 
known, that during the height of the 
ſeaſon, they are not ſufficient. to re- 
ceive all the nn that reſort to 
the tr. 


In purſuing the other rivers which 
run through the Peak of Derbyſhire, 
ſeveral romantic dales are to be met 
with The river Wye has its ſource 
near Buxton, the banks of which are 
in many places very ſtriking and 
beautiful: at a ſmall diſtance from 
the village of Wormhill, the dale 
is very deep; when you are come to 

8 N te 
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the bottom, you are ſtruck with the 
fight ofa prodigious large rock, call. 
ed Chee Torr, which is ſaid to be 
1 20 yards in height; in ſome parts 

it over hangs conſiderably, and is 
beautifully fringed with wood 
there is great variety in this rock, 
nor can it be ſeen to advantage un- 

leſs the ſpectator frequently changes 
the ground on which he ſtands; the 
river Wye, which flows at its foot, 
is likewiſe very beautiful a little 
way higher up the dale, are alſo ma- 
ny delightful ſcenes, and it may be 
proper to add, that at the diſtance of 
a mile from Buxton, is a deep and 
craggy precipice, known by the name 
of the Lovers Leap—this part of the 
dale is not more than a narrow and 
tremendous chaſm, and it requires 
ſome'firmneſs of mind to be able to 
91 7 5 „ 
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look down to the bottom of it * 
out n ſome degree of en. 
Middleton abi is a narrow aha 
ing and deep chaſm; in grandeur 
and beauty it is not inferior to ſome 
of the vallies and dales which I have 
attempted to deſcribe; yet the rocks 
in it are of ſo peculiar a ſhape; that 
they never fail to make a ſtriking 
impreſſion on the mind of thoſe who 
happen to viſit the place; on the 
north fide they bear a ſtrong reſem- 
blance to the round towers and but 
treſſes of a ruined caſtle, and in ſome 
parts there is ſuch an appearance of 
mouldings, that one can ſcarcely help 
thinking that it is not as nature formed 
it the rocks are entirely perpendi- 
cular, and riſe to the height of 3 or 
We feet, they are eyery where naked . 
© a to 49) Ko 
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and unadorned, excepting a point 
near the entrance into Egam dale; 
there Mr. Longſden has raiſed a 
Hheautiful plantation, and in the midſt 
of it, formed a grotto, which he has 
-furniſhed with the moſt elegant foſ- 
ſils, collected in that part of the 
country. From the views which have 
been given of Derbyſhire, we ſee that 
it furniſhes many ſcenes of pictu- 
reſque beauty. 


8 Chatſworth, the ſeat of his Grace 
the Duke of Devonſhire, is about ſe- 
venteen miles from Buxton, it is not 
eaſy to fay which is moſt deſerving of 
admiration, the magnificence of the 
Building, or the extraordinary ap- 
.pearance of the country in which it 
is ſituated. When you approach the 
houſe at Chatſworth, you are ſtruck 


with the 1dea of a palace, and imme- 
Glately 


(ILY 

diately eonceive that ſo grand and 
noble a manſion can be only proper 
for the reſidence of a ſubject of the 
firſt rank and fortune: it is built 


round a large quadrangular court, 


and has two principal fronts, the ex- 
tent of one 182, and of the other 180 


feet: the lightneſs and elegance of the 


former, does honour to the architect, 


but the other ſides of the houſe are 
not quite ſo beautiful: after paſſing 


the porter's door, you are conducted 


through a long court, into the anti- 


room, and from thence into another 
court round which the apaitments 


are built; on the two oppoſite ſides, 


is a colonade, 60 yards long; and 


in the centre a fountain, with the 
ſtatue of Orpheus: a paſſage at the 
North Eaſt corner, leads to the hall, 


and from thence into the apartments. 
C3 The 
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The hall is 60 feet by 27: the paint- 
ings are chiefly by Varro. The 
death of Cæſar in the capital, is 
very fine: the ſtair caſe is 30 feet by 
24, from whence you paſs through a 
long gallery, hung with prints, which 
brings you into the chapel, which 
js ſpacious and handſomely fitted up: 
the floor is marble, and the ſeats are 
made of cedar; the carved work was 
executed by Cibber and Gibbons: 
on each fide of the altar is a ſtatue, 
by the. former, which are Truth and 
Hope ; the draperies have great 
merit, but the hairs of the head arc 
not equally good; beſides theſe, 
there are many other ornaments in 
the chapel; by the ſame hand; and 
amongſt the paintings, the infidelity 
of Thomas is deſerving of particular 
notice. There is one large room 
oo fitted 


4 800 
fitted up in a moſt elegant manner, 
hung with a red ſilk Tabberet, in 
which there is a glaſs, conſiſting of 
two pieces, very large, and handſome; 
this was once a ſingle piece, deſigned 
for this apartment, but was broken 
in the park, by the overturning of the 
waggon in which it was carried—it 
was valued at 500. 5 


"Tha Sons moe] is 50 feet by 30, 
it has lately been fitted up in a modern 
and elegant manner; and is likewiſe 
b hung with a beautiful filk : The dan- 
cing gallery is 100 feet by 223 jit is 
exceeding beautiful, and is adorned | 
with fine paintings, ſtatuesand carved 
work; there are fix ſtatues in the 
coves; the ceilings are very ele- 
gantly painted, and the cornice gilt. 
When Gibbons had finiſhed his work. 

| at 
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at Chatſworth, he preſented the Duke 
with a point cravat, a woodcock, and 
a medal, which are here preſerved in 
a glaſs caſe: Paſſing through the 
billiard room and a gallery, you 
come into the blue room, and the 
late Duke's apartments; then re- 
turning by the ſame gallery, you are 
conducted to the Ducheſs's dreſſing- 
room, the furniture in which is very 
elegant, and the ceiling beautifully 
painted: Paſſing through her Grace's 
bed chamber, and the Duke's dreſſ- 
ing room and chamber, you enter 
the mufic room, which is painted 
in imitation of marble, and aſcend- 
ing another ſtair-caſe, you come to 
the apartments in the attic ſtory. 
The room by Sir James Thornhill is 
30 feet by 20; another large room has 
a e of the ſecond Ducheſs of 

Devonſhire, 


64) 


Devonſhire and four children, nor. 


unworthy of notice': returning to the 
ſtair-caſe, and paſſing through a mo- 
dern dreſſing room, you come to the 
ſtate apartments on the ſouth ſide of 
the houſe; in a cloſet is a carved 
pen, ſcarcely diſtinguiſhable from a 


real feather : in the antichamber, 


which - is 34 feet by 30, there are 
| fowls over the chimney piece, finely 
carved; theſe, as well the pen, were' 
executed by Gibbons: in the cloſet 
are ſeveral good paintings, particu- 
larly the diſcovery of Ulyſſes,: the 


withdrawing room is 36 feet by 30; 


| in it are ſeveral good portraits; it 
is hung with tapeſtry, which is eſ- 
teemed to be the beſt in the houſe, 
the carved work is very fine: in ano- 
ther withdrawing room, of the ſame ' 
_ ſize with the laſt, are the coronation 


chairs, 
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chairs, uſed when the preſent. king 
came to the.throne; they were a per- 
quiſite of office to the late Duke, as 
Lord Chamberlain of his Majeſty's 
Houſhold: the withdrawing room is 
o feet by 30; the caxving of the fowl 
and..fiſh over the chimney. piece is. 
very fine, and the. ceiling is adorned 
with many beautiful paintings 
A fingular, ludicrous incident is 
recorded in one part of the ceil- 
ing, viz. Mrs. Hacket, the Houſe- 

keeper, is drawn in the character of 

a fury, cutting the thread of life: it 
is ſaid that being violently enraged 
with the painter, he caught the air 
of her countenance, and repreſented 
it in all the deformity with which it 
then appeared. You now come to 
the modern apart ments, generally 


called the apartments of Mary, Queen 
| of 
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of Scots; but it would be an error to 
ſuppoſe that this unfortunate Queen 
ever made uſe of theſe apartments; 
yet it is an undoubted fact, that ſhe 
was ſome time confined at Chatſ- 
worth, and wrote from thence her 
ſecond letter to Pope Pius, dated 
Ziſt October, 1570, but this event 
took place more than a century be- 
fore the preſent houſe was built 3 
however as it ſtands near the ſituation 
of the old one, it is probable that 
the apartments anſwer to thoſe 
which were appropriated to the uſe 
of the Queen of Scots: in the bed- 
chamber is the bed which was pre- 
ſented to the Duke on the ſame 
occaſion with the coronation chairs: 
in another apartment, which is 50. 
feet by 30, are ſeveral excellent ſpe- 
cCimens of n by the ſame hand 
which i 
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which has adorned ſo many partsof the 
zouſe. The ſituation of Chatſworth 
Houſe is no leſs ſtriking and magni- 
ficent, than the building itſelf. It 
ſtands in a wide and deep Valley, and 
near the foot of an high mountain, 
which is finely covered with wood : 

in the gardens, the obje& of the 
greateſt curioſity is the water works; 
the moſt ſtriking is the great caſcade; 
when this is exhibited, you ſee the 
water defcending with a confiderable 
noiſe and velocity down a ſteep hill, 
and after running 2 or 300 yards, 
ſinking in the earth and entirely diſ- 


appearing: at the head of the caſ- 


cade is a temple, on the pinnacle of 
which are placed four lions heads, 


and on the front lies the god Nilus 
at full length, in a reclining pofture ; 
a little below are two ſea nymphs, 
E7: betwixt 
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betwixt whom and the river god are 
two lions heads, and under all theſe 
are two dolphins; the water ſpouts 


out from the mouth of each of theſe 
figures, into a baſon beneath, in which 


it alſo riſes up in the ſhape of a fan: 
| beſide theſe there are two other diſ- 
charges on each ſide of the baſon; 
from theſe the water in a ſudden and 


irregular manner, ruſhes out with a 


great noiſe and violence, and when the 
baſon is filled, it rolls down the hill, 

and the caſcade is ſeen in all its 
beauty. Leaving this place you enter 
a wood to the South; here you are 
ſhewn two copper trees, the branches 
of which produce an artificial ſhower; 
returning by the ſame path, and de- 
ſcending the hill, you come to a large 
baſon, in the middle of which is a 
fountain, which throws the water 
| up 
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up to the height of 60 feet; at a 
ſmall diftance is the grand canal, 
which is 320 yards long, and 25 
broad: near the north end are two 
Spynx, on large baſes, with orna- 
ments, in good taſte, well executed, 
by Cibber: : in this canal is a foun- 
tain which throws the water go feet 
high, and in a baſon, nea rer the houſe, 
are four ſea horſes and a triton, from 
the head of each of which, ſmall 
ſtreams ifſue. All theſe works are 
ſupplied by a large reſervoir of wa- 
ter, which is ſaid to cover 16 acres 

of land; pipes to each are laid under 
ground, and the gardener, who is 
with the company, gives notice to a 
perſon on the hill, which pipe he 
wiſhes to be filled. On the North 
Eaft fide of the houſe ſtands the 


great ſtables, * are magnificent 
| and 
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and well Contriddd the Weſt and 
North fronts are ſaid to extend 202 
feet; they were built 30 years ago. 
On the ſide of the valley oppoſite the 
houſe, are ſeveral ſmall hills crowned 
with plantations ; beyond theſe, but 
more eſpecially to the North, the 
mountains of the peak rear their | 
lofty heads towards the clouds; in 
ſhort, every object in view appears 
with an uſual air of greatneſs and ſu- 
blimity: Chatſworth appears to have 
been nearly two centuries the ſeat of 
the anceſtors of the noble family, to 
vhich it now belongs: A handſome 
houſe was built here by the Counteſs 
of Shrewſbury, mother of the firſt 
Earl of Devonſhire, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, but that was taken 
down, and the preſent noble and 
ſtately manſion raiſed in its ſtead by 

. e the 
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_— laſt Earl of Devonſhire, a e 


e before ** e 7 


- Haddon Hall, near 1 is = | 


very ancient manſion, belonging to 


the Duke of Rutland. Chelmerton 
is about 5 miles from Buxton, a plea- 


fant ride, and has a church with a 


ſpire ſteeple : at the top of the vil- 
lage, at the 3 mile ſtone, on the Lon- 
don road, on the North Eaſt, about 


half a mile from Chelmerton, is a 


barrow or low, which was examined 
in the year 1782: the barrow, which 
I ſhall deſcribe, is a ſmall circular 
mount, whoſe circumference at the 
baſe, meaſures about 75 yards; its 


height is ſeven feet; at the top is a 


hollow reſembling a baſon, and a 
knowledge of its inward conſtruc- 


tion was obtained by ſome labouring 


men, 
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men, who were ſearching for ſtone to 
build a wall: After removing a thin 
covering of moſs and ſoil from the 
lower part or ſkirt of the mount, 
they diſcovered a kind of breaſt- 
work, or regular wall of ſtones form- 
ed without mortar; not expecting 
to meet with any thing extraor- 
dinary beyond this wall, they pro- 
ceeded in their work, but were ſoon 
ſurprized by the ſight of ſeveral 
human bodies; they found that the 
wall was the end of the cell or coffin, 
in which the bodies had been laid, 
though ſome of the ſtones, and a 
ſmall quantity of the ſoil had fallen 
into the vault, yet ſeveral human 
bodies might be clearly diſtinguiſhed 
lying at full length, with their heads 
towards the centre of the mount, 
the bones of which had never been 
D diſturbed, 
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diſturbed, andwere apparently 3 
together at the different joints, but 
on the ſlighteſt motion were found 
to be entirely looſe and unconnected 
Det upon examination they were 
found to be ſtrong and ſound, and the 
fibs not diſplaced; thoſe who ſaw 
the bones, thought they were un- 
commonly large, and imagined the 
perſons, when alive, to have been 
ſeven feet high at leaſt; the teeth 
were found and perfect from the 
number of bones and ſculls, and the 
dimenſions: of the vault, it was ſup- 
poſed to have contained four or five 
bodies: though only one vault was 
opened and examined, it was pre- 
famed that others were carried thro” 
the-:circumference of the mount, 


and from the width of that which 
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was opened, it was calculated there 
are about NERF e | 


About two miles from Buxton, on 
the Macclesfield road, is a very ex- 
tenſive common, one part of which 
belongs to his Grace the Duke of 
Devonſhire, and the other to the 
Earl of Derby ; it abounds with 
grouſe, and many gentlemen reſort 
thither during the ſhooting ſeaſon 
there are alſo partridges, hares, 
woodcocks, ſnipes, dotterels, and 
plovers. The rides about Buxton are 
pleaſant and airy, and create the 
company good appetites: to Fair- 
field is one mile, a pleaſant ride, 
round the Barms, then go on the 
Sheffield road; near the ſecond mile 
ſtone, turn at the four-lane- ends to 
your right by Hardy Barn, this 

| - a leads 
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leads you into Great Rocks paſture, 
a mile long, which belongs to Mr. 
Goodwin; at the farther end of it, you 
have a proſpect of the river Wye 
and down the valley towards Chee 
Torr, which looks very romantic ; 
you may croſs the river Wye, at 
Bakewell mill, and come by Chel- 
merton to Buxton, where you will 
Join the London road three miles 
from Buxton. The way to Chee 
Torr is on the Sheffield road till you 
come to the four mile ſtone, then 
leave the turnpike and keep near the 
wall ſide to your right, which will 
lead you into the village of Wormhill, 
when you come about the half way 
1 down the village, you will ſee a ſmall 
neat ſaſned houſe called the Chee 
Torr coffee houſe, belonging to Mr. 
Hill, who is the moſt proper perſon to 


ſhew | 
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ſhew you the Torr; and as you can 
not ride to the rock, it is proper to 
leave your horſes here, and walk 
there; when you come to the bottom 
of the village, on your left, betwixt 
an avenue of trees, you will ſee a 


genteel ſmart houſe belonging to 
John Bagſhaw, Eſq. 


The road to the ebbing and flow- 
ing well, is another | pleaſant ride 
about five miles; when you are at 
Fairfield, go on by the clump of trees 
at the top of the Barms, then take 
the lane ſtraight forward, till you 
come to the Dove-hole Houſe, which 
is the third, then go on that lane a 
quarter of a mile, and take the firſt. 
gate to the right hand of a narrow 
lane, which leads you to a few houſes 
called the Horſteds, where you may 

| be 
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be directed to Mr. Taylor's in Bart- 
moor, who will ſhew the well from 
there he will direct you to Caſtleton, 
which is about ſeven miles farther, 
a bridle, but not a carriage road. 
| Another road to Caſtleton—when you 
are at the Barms Houſe, where the 
clump of trees is, beyond Fairfield, 
take the firſt lane on your right hand 
to the four lane ends, which is called 
Batham Gate, leave the nurſery on 
your left hand, and take the lane 
ſtraight forward to the bottom. of the 
hill, through a gate, and about one 
hundred yards farther you « come to 
another gate, leave that on your 
right and go up the valley to Small 
Dale, a few houſes, where they will 
direct you to Peak-foreſt, and their 
they will direct you by Elden Hole 
to Caſtleton, about four miles. 
5 5 Another 
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Another pleaſant ride from Buxton 
is on the London road; about half a 
mile leave the turnpike road, and go 
by a white houſe belonging to Mr. 
Longden, then go ſtraight on the 
road for about a mile, and you will 
come to Haſling Houſes, then leave 
the houſe on your right and the turn- 
pike road on your left, and keep the 
wall fide for a mile and a half on the 
common, and you will come to the 
Cheadle road, which leads you to the 
top of the hill, then leave the turn- 
pike road on your right and on the 
top of the hill for two miles as you 
go along, you will ſee a little village 
below you in the valley, called Earl 
Sterndale, but commonly called 
Church Sterndale, and the valley be- 
you that 1 is een which you 
- | have Wo 


000 gh 
have a fine view of, and the romantic 
Bills adjoining thereto. + 


The balls are in the grand room 
in the great hotel; the dreſs balls are 
on Wedneſday nights, undreſs balls 
are on Mondays and Fridays ; an 
elegant card room, adjoining the 
grand room is open every night. 
There is a coach goes through Bux- 
ton, from Mancheſter to London, 
every Sunday, Tueſday, and Thurſ- 
day mornings, paſſengers breakfaſt 
-at the White Hart in Buxton, at ten 
o'clock, meets the London coach at 
Leiceſter, and returns through Bux- 
ton to Mancheſter, on Mondays, 
' Wedneſdays, and Fridays, dines at 
the Eagle and Child in Buxton, at 
two o'clock, and arrives at Mancheſ- 
ter the ſame night: fare from Man- 
1 cheſter 


4 


cheſter to London two guineas, out- 
ſide half price. There is another 
coach from Mancheſter, and one from 
Sheffield every Monday, Wedneſday, 
and Friday mornings, arrives at tze 
White Hart, in Buxton, about twelve 
o'clock, and returns to Mancheſter 
and Sheffield again the ſame evening, 
fare from Buxton to Mancheſter f 
eight ſhillings, the ſame to Sheffield, 
outſide paſſengers half price. Carri- 
| ers to and from Buxton—Pickford's 
waggon goes thorough Buxton, Wed- 
neſdays, and Fridays, to London; 
Baſſess waggon Wedneſdays and 
Saturdays to London, meets another 
at Aſhborn, and returns every Mon- 
day and Thurſday mornings through 
Buxton to Mancheſter, and ſtops at 
the New Inn; Shallcroſs's waggon 
on through Buxton every Saturday, 
. meets 


1 
meets Hawkin's and Co. at Derby, 
and returns through Buxton every 
Wedneſday; Knowles's waggon goes 
through Buxton from Mancheſter to 
Nottingham every Saturday, and 
turus the Friday following! there! is 
Wild and Fidler's cart goes to Mac- 
0 ery; Monday and Friday 
mornings, and returns to Buxton the 
ſame evening; Swindel's cart gocs 
to Sheffield every Tueſday, and the 
days of returning to Buxton, are not 
regular. Poſt coming in and going 
out - north part comes in every morn- 
ing at ten o'clock ; goes out at two 
o' clock; in the afternoon, meets the 
mail coach at Macclesfield and Con- 
gleton, and arrives at Mancheſt er and 
Liverpool ſame night South poſt 
comes in every night at ten o clock, 


F at twelve o'clock 
the 


We and meets the mail coach in 
the morning at Derby, debe 
an. the mann i nn 
4 4 i Dig 
kid Dani "EY Dube uf — 
ſhire is planting the hill round Bux- 
ton, which, when finiſned, will have 
a noble appearance. The ſtables 


which his Grace has erected at Bux- 


ton, are ſuppoſed to be the grandeſt 


in Europe when compleated ; there is 


a ride in the inſide of the circus many 
yards round, where the ladies and 
gentlemen may ride in wet weather, 
and walk under the piazzas in the 
creſcent when it rains; Buxton is 
well ſupplied with fiſh from War- 
rington, Mancheſter, and Sheffield; 


during the ſeaſon, there are fine 


tr Out 


5 Matlock: Wirkf- 
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trout and crawfiſh in the river Wye, 
which riſes near Buxton, but the 
ſſmeſt trout are in the rivers Lathkill 
and Bradford, about ten or twelve 
miles from Buxton; the town is well 
ſupplied with excellent beef, veal, 
mutton, lamb, vegetables and fruit 
uo the ſeaſon. | 


Meaſurement 
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Meafurement of the principal Poſt Roads 
From Buxton, m.. to ion Mile 

Stones. | 


| Buxton to 1 ſi 24 Miles. 
N Mancheſter 3 
— 6 64 
Buxton 10 Sheffield 24 Miles. 
Tideſwell 6 Sheffield 12 
| Middleton ot . ; 
Buxton 10 2 24 Miles. 
Tideſwell Cheſterfield rae 
Middleton 
Buxton to 2 17 Miles. 


Tideſwell _ 64 Chatſworth 5 
Middleton 5 5 


Another Road to Chatſworth 1 A Miles. 
 Money-aſh 0 Bakewell 
Athford UE al 


Marble wi to be ſeen at Aſh- | 
ow; n of notice. 


1 


Macclesfield 10 wry 
Knutsford 11 + 


Warrington © 


Liverpool, 


Burton 10 Congleton 2 20 Mites. 272 
Macclesfield 104 z1 Congleton, . 92 


Another Road to Congleton 14 Miles. 


Leek 


Buxton to Bath 148 Miles. 
] Bromſgrove 


10 : 
Worceſter 12 - 2 
Tewkſbury 15 
Froceſter 22 

n 171 


Buxton to Bath another road 1 52 Miles. 


12 

Sandon 187 

Stafford . 

Penkridge 6 i | 
W. Hampton io 
Stourbridge 10 
Newhaven 11 
Aſnborn 9 

_ Sydbury, - 9! 
Litchfield 16 
Birmingham 16 


Buxion to e 12 Miles. 


Tideſwell 


] Bromſgrove 14 
Droitwich 6 

| Worceſter 64 

| To Bath as 

before 642 

I Caſtleton 6 5 


Another 


(63 
Another Road to Caſtleton 12 Miles. 
Peak-foreſt 6 | Caſtleton 5 
ü » ( 

The Seven Monders of the Peak. 
Firſt Wonder is Pool's Hole. 
Second Ditto, St. Ann's Well. 
Third Ditto, ebbing & flowing Well. 

Fourth Ditto, Elden Hole. 
Fifth Ditto, Mam Torr. = 
Sixth Ditto, Peak's Hole, Caſtleton. 
Seventh Ditto, Chatſworth. 


